APPLICATION FOR AFFILIATE STATUS

If you apply for affiliate membership of AGRA you should be operating, or considering beginning, a genealogical or historical record searching service for which fees are, or would be, charged. You will need to provide the names and addresses of two persons of professional status, not family members, who can vouch for your personal integrity. The Association will:

· encourage affiliates to undertake courses to help them develop skills and knowledge

· promote contact with the wider professional body

· make affiliates aware of events occurring both nationally and locally through the AGRA Newsletter

· encourage affiliates to proceed to membership at a suitable stage in their career, usually within four years of joining
There is an application fee of £20 to cover administration costs. Upon acceptance as an affiliate there is an annual subscription which is currently £30.
The Association offers affiliates the opportunity to apply for membership without paying the application fee after at least two years affiliation. If you are already operating a fee charging service, please provide evidence of this (e.g. leaflets, publicity, web page print). The Association is always pleased to offer help and guidance when you are establishing your professional practice.

Once accepted, affiliates may use the words ‘AGRA Affiliate’ on publicity, stationery etc, but only full members may use the logo and the words ‘AGRA Member’. Affiliates will be linked to a member so that they may discuss from time to time queries relating to methods of research, courses available, reading material, running a practice. Affiliates’ details are listed on the AGRA web site; they receive the quarterly Newsletter, can join the online forum and are invited to attend the AGM, although they cannot vote. By signing the application form, you agree to abide by the Association's Code of Practice. 

What to include with your application

When you send in your completed application form, please include:

· the application fee 

· supporting papers

· written references from two persons of professional status, not family members, who can vouch for your personal integrity, who have agreed to act as referees, you must also include their full names and addresses on the application form.
Please visit www.agra.org.uk to complete your application on line (preferred method) or send your completed application and supporting papers to: 

The Membership Secretary, AGRA

30 Barrett Road, Birkdale, Southport, Merseyside, PR8 4PG
Please note that if sending your application and supporting papers by post then you MUST send FOUR copies of your application form and all supporting papers.
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